Toxocariasis: a serological survey of blood donors in the Australian Capital Territory together with observations on the risks of infection.
The sera from 660 healthy blood donors from Canberra were tested for antibodies to Toxocara canis by the ELISA test. The results were compared with those from patients with suspected or confirmed visceral larva migrans or ocular toxocariasis. Over 7% of Canberra sera showed elevated levels of antibody reacting with T. canis antigen. Sera from patients resident in Australia with other helminth parasites did not cross-react with T. canis antigen in our tests. However, studies of sera collected in several tropical countries with other parasitic infection, show that cross-reactions with other parasites are possible. The use of purified glycoprotein antigen does not alter the possibility of cross-reaction. Observations and experiments show that people in Canberra may be exposed to the infective eggs of T. canis.